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Discussion: Please take appropriate time to THINK before responding. These are not one word or 

sentence answers. One must include related content to demonstrate grade level expectations. 

 

• Why did Americans think they were so special? 

• Are you surprised by the reasons that O’Sullivan gives for expansion? Do you think he really 

believes that God wants Americans to expand? 

• This theory that Americans are special is called “American Exceptionalism.” It’s this idea that 

America has had such a unique history and has become so powerful that there’s something 

really special about it.  What do you think? 

 


